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Firstly – I just want to clarify that I’m really presenting the poster on behalf of Alex and Gabrielle, who have done a lot of work in this space but unfortunately were unable to attend to present this themselves. I have been involved since March, and will endeavour to answer any questions as best I can, however I may have to get your email address and get back to you should you need more detailed information. 

Our poster draws on research into protocols and standards for the curation and digitisation of Indigenous research data as well as the initiatives in practice to apply the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Protocols for Libraries, Archives and Information Services to develop culturally appropriate modes of curatorial practice. It posits ways of reconciling the divergent requirements of research and Indigenous protocols to enhance the prospects of preserving and sharing Indigenous research data.
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WHAT MAKES INDIGENOUS DATA DIFFERENT?

• Confidentiality of data 
• Ownership of data
• Access to data 

“There is information that is restricted, that our children cannot learn about, 
there is information that is restricted even to adults, there is information 
that is of a secret or sacred nature, that many people have no knowledge 
of or access to. That knowledge is only there for certain people to have 
access to”
Galarrwuy Yunupingu, 1986
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So, what are the issues? 

Not only are there extremely sensitive considerations relating to confidentiality of data collected from small, often readily identifiable, communities that have suffered major social and cultural dislocation, there are also key questions concerning the ownership and control and access to the data. Indigenous relationships are quite complex and it can be very difficult to identify who has legitimacy of ownership or approval within those relationships and communities. 

Because of these issues, datasets that might enable new insights, especially when analysed in conjunction with independently obtained new data are frequently destroyed to resolve concerns – at tremendous cost to both researcher and the researched. 

UTS is part of a project aimed at changing the way indigenous research data is curated and preserved. 
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BUILDING A TRUSTED REPOSITORY

Australian Social Science Data Archive (ASSDA) http://assda.anu.edu.au/

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Data Archive (ATSIDA) (website 
coming soon)

• Developing protocols for ingestion, access, etc
• Identifying pilot projects – language studies, bark paintings 
• Building relationships with other indigenous research/data bodies –

AIATSIS, PARADISEC

Stay tuned! 
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UTS is the NSW node of the Australian Social Science Data Archive (ASSDA), a networked consortium between several Australian universities, aimed at collecting and preserving data relating to social, political and economic affairs and to make it available for secondary analysis.  

Within the ASSDA group, UTS also has responsibility for developing a new thematic archive that we hope will offer a national trusted repository for data relating to Indigenous research. This is called the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander data archive – ATSIDA – it will house both quantitative and qualitative material – the latter is a new development for ASSDA which has been accepting purely quantitative datasets since the 1980s. So the issue of how qualidata is handled by the archive is itself a challenge. 

Currently, we are in start-up phase, with efforts focused on developing protocols and identifying suitable pilot projects. We are also working on establishing relationships with other indigenous research and data bodies like the Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies (AIATSIS) and the Pacific And Regional Archive for Digital Sources in Endangered Cultures (PARADISEC). 

We hope to be able to share details of our progress with you at next year’s conference, but in the meantime, I hope you find our poster interesting and informative.

Thank you 

http://assda.anu.edu.au/�
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