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NEWS IN DETAIL 
Scientific Data Management, Indexing & Archiving

SAGE and National Library of China agree access to backfile collection
Academic publisher SAGE has announced a new agreement with the National Library of China which enables access to SAGE's deep backfiles for over 1425 libraries in China. The SAGE Deep Backfile Package provides access to over 380 journals in the fields of business, humanities, social science, and science, technology, and medicine. The National Library of China helps to support the country's research community with more than 241,100,000 volumes/items, including both Chinese and foreign language publications.
More 
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Alliances, Partnerships & Consolidations 

Science and Nature partner to launch new journal
Scientific journals Science and Nature have announced that both journals will co-launch an open-access, online-only journal with an innovative democratic peer-review system. Geneticist Havel Affe has agreed to become the journal’s editor-in-chief. The new journal will officially launch next month, with an issue date of April 1.
More 
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Ingram to provide publishers with access to Apple's iBookstore
Ingram Content Group Inc. has announced that Apple has selected Ingram as a preferred partner for helping publishers provide content to Apple's new iBookstore. Through CoreSource, Ingram's solution for the storage, management, and distribution of digital content, publishers will be able to submit eBooks to iBookstore for availability on Apple's new iPad.
More 
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Emerald acquires information management group ASLIB
Emerald Group Publishing has announced that MCB Group, its holding company, has acquired ASLIB, an association for information management. Emerald and ASLIB have been working closely together since 2001, when ASLIB's collection of research journals, including Journal of Documentation and ASLIB Proceedings, was acquired by Emerald. Following the latest deal, the operating name and identity of ASLIB will be preserved.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Symyx Technologies and Accelrys, Inc. announce merger agreement
Information management systems provider Symyx Technologies, Inc. and Accelrys, Inc. have announced a merger agreement. Accelrys develops scientific business intelligence software and solutions for the life sciences, energy, chemicals, aerospace, and consumer products industries. The merger is expected to be completed by the end of June 2010, subject to customary closing conditions, shareholder and regulatory approvals.
More 
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SAE International and Elsevier partner to deliver automotive and aerospace science engineering information
The Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE) International has announced a partnership with STM publisher Elsevier. Under the deal, both organisations will together deliver extensive automotive and aerospace & defence engineering information to better serve the information needs of industrial, research and academic communities worldwide. Engineers and researchers will now be able to access SAE International's more than 20,000 technical papers written between 1906 and 1979, as well as the Society's entire library of 88,000 documents utilising subject-specific indexing and contextualised searching via Elsevier's online solutions Scopus and Compendex on Engineering Village.
More 
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Universities and research institutions in Germany gain access to Journal of Clinical Oncology Legacy Archive
The American Society of Clinical Oncology (ASCO) and the Bavarian State Library (Munich), on behalf of the German Research Foundation, Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG), have completed a nationwide licensing agreement for legacy content from the Society's peer-reviewed Journal of Clinical Oncology (JCO). Under the agreement, JCO's Legacy Archive content will be available to universities and other publicly-financed research institutions in Germany. The institutions will gain access to over 5,000 articles published in 192 issues of JCO between 1983 and 1998.
More 
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IOP Publishing and ProQuest to make physics-related graduate works easy to search and browse
Non-profit scientific publisher Institute of Physics (IOP) Publishing has announced that it is working with ProQuest to allow IOPscience extra customers to browse and search for relevant dissertations and theses held in the ProQuest Dissertations & Theses (PQDT) database. ProQuest is a leading repository of graduate works. This agreement will enable IOPscience extra customers to view citation and abstract information for dissertations and theses held in the ProQuest database for all subject areas covered by IOP-hosted journals.
More 
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IBM Journal of Research and Development added to IEEE Xplore Digital Library
The Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE) has announced that the IBM Journal of Research and Development is now available online as part of the IEEE Xplore digital library. IEEE and IBM have entered into an agreement to offer expanded access to all papers ever published in the journal, which now includes the IBM Systems Journal.
More 
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Taylor & Francis and Dipartimento di Biologia Evoluzionistica "Leo Pardi" dell'Università di Firenze announce new publishing deal
Publisher Taylor & Francis (T&F) and Dipartimento di Biologia Evoluzionistica "Leo Pardi" dell'Università di Firenze have announced a new publishing partnership. Under the deal, T&F will publish and distribute the journal Ethology Ecology & Evolution, as well as administer subscriptions. The journal will move to Taylor & Francis' InformaWorld platform, where it will benefit from HTML versions of articles, forward citation linking and advanced publication of articles online through iFirst.
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New Release - Journals/Products/Services 

UpToDate adds Allergy, Asthma and Immunology content to clinical information database
UpToDate, part of healthcare information provider Wolters Kluwer Health, has announced the addition of Allergy and Immunology to its clinical information database. Subscribers to UpToDate can now access over 300 topics specifically devoted to allergy, asthma and immunology, and a total of over 8,300 topics across 16 specialties. Dr Bruce S. Bochner, Dr. E. Richard Stiehm and Dr. Robert A. Wood are the Editors-in-Chief of the new allergy and immunology content. These editors and 247 physician contributors worked to develop topics that cover all the major areas of allergy, asthma and immunology.
More 
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RSC supplies practical science teaching software free to all state secondary school in the UK
The Royal Society of Chemistry is supplying free computer memory sticks, on request, to every state secondary school in the UK. The computer memory sticks will comprise a radical new virtual teaching tool to eradicate fear of performing laboratory experiments. The new e-learning tool, Chemistry LabSkills, has been produced by Learning Science Ltd and Bristol ChemLabS (University of Bristol). The tool is being disseminated, through the Association for Science Education and the associated Getting Practical Programme, to about 4000 secondary schools for use in enhancing, but not replacing, the teaching of practical chemistry.
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American Antiquarian Society Historical Periodicals Collections: Series 2 now available via EBSCOhost
Electronic research databases provider EBSCO Publishing has released the second of five series from American Antiquarian Society (AAS) with American Antiquarian Society Historical Periodicals Collection: Series 2. The series is part of a collection that provides digital access to a comprehensive collection of American periodicals published between 1691 and 1877. The collection, broken up into five series based on time period, will total more than 6,500 periodicals estimated at over 9 million pages.
More 
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Ecological Society of America offers search facility in database of experts
The Ecological Society of America (ESA) has unveiled its updated resource for policymakers and members of the media. The Rapid Response Team (RRT) database, an ESA resource for several years, has now been made fully searchable. Users can find ecological scientists who specialise in a variety of fields, including climate change, invasive species, urban ecology, conservation and biofuels, or can locate an RRT member by name, affiliation or keyword.
More 
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CPM Resource Center launches web-based Clinical Practice Guidelines
The Clinical Practice Model Resource Center (CPMRC), an Elsevier firm engaged in developing clinical practice guidelines for healthcare, has launched its first web-based version of Point of Care Guidelines (http://www.cpmrc.com/). The online edition of its guidelines seeks to support new and emerging meaningful use requirements for care coordination and interdisciplinary collaboration with a model that is aimed at helping improve practice at the point of care.
More 
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Knovel redesigns user interface for AIChE members
Knovel, a web-based application integrating technical information with analytical and search tools, has announced a re-designed user interface for members of the American Institute of Chemical Engineers (AIChE). AIChE members now have the ability to save and organise frequent searches, titles and content. Engineers who join AIChE receive access to a select collection of Knovel's content and interactive tools through AIChE's e-library.
More 
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Pearson releases latest version of student information management tool, Chancery SMS
Education and education technology services provider Pearson has announced the release of version 7.3 of Chancery SMS, its student information management tool. The latest release is stated to include various features, including a new Academic Planner tool to help counselors track students' progress toward graduation. Academic Planner tracks the courses each student has completed and automatically determines which graduation requirement area each completed course satisfies.
More 
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Results/findings from research reports 

Research and Markets adds Scholarly Book Publishing Practice Report 2010 to their offering
Market research and data services provider Research and Markets has announced the addition of the 'Scholarly Book Publishing Practice Report 2010' report to their offering. This is the first survey undertaken to establish current practices in scholarly book and e-book publishing, to provide detailed analysis and statistics in this rapidly changing market. A survey was conducted of 400 publishers, both commercial and non-profit, consisting of ALPSP and other major association members. A response rate of over 60 percent was achieved.
More 
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Events and conferences 

Symposium examines economic issues in preserving digital data
The Blue Ribbon Task Force on Sustainable Digital Preservation and Access recently hosted a one day symposium called 'A National Conversation on the Economic Sustainability of Digital Information.' Convening a diverse group of speakers from the academic, private and public sectors, the event discussed a key issue of the Information Age - identifying practical solutions to the economic challenges of preserving today's deluge of digital data. Speakers at the symposium called for libraries to play a considerable role in digital preservation.
More 
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Awards, Certification and other Achievements 

Serials Solutions receives full permissions as CONSER Affiliate member
E-Resource Access and Management Services (ERAMS) provider Serials Solutions, a business unit of ProQuest Information and Learning, has announced that its catalogers can ‘CONSER authenticate’ non-CONSER records for distribution as new records. Now a CONSER Affiliate member of the Library of Congress’ Serial Record Division with full permissions, Serials Solutions can improve the quality of CONSER records used worldwide and provide current clients of Serials Solutions 360 MARC Update service with new and enhanced records.
More 
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A*STAR ranked 7th in Asia-Pacific for research publications
The Agency for Science, Technology and Research (A*STAR) has been ranked seventh most prolific agency in the Asia-Pacific region, in terms of the total number of research papers published in Nature Publishing Group’s portfolio of Nature-branded journals in 2009, according to the Nature Asia-Pacific Publishing Index. The Index, which tracks annual research output published from 13 countries and 429 institutions in Asia-Pacific, placed A*STAR ahead of top universities in China and Australia, including Tsinghua University, Peking University, Australian National University and University of Queensland. Topping the list by institution ranking was Japan’s University of Tokyo.
More 
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The US' Department of Justice to support The Associated Press' proposed digital news registry
The US' Department of Justice (DoJ) has announced its support for a proposal by The Associated Press (AP) to develop and operate a voluntary news registry to facilitate the licencing and Internet distribution of news content created by the AP, its members, and other news originators. The department said that the development and operation of the registry is not likely to reduce competition among news content owners and could provide pro-competitive benefits to both participating content owners and content users.
More 
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American Medical Association's Physician Consortium marks decade of measure development
The American Medical Association's Physician Consortium for Performance Improvement recently celebrated its 10th anniversary. The initiative has developed 270 measures in 43 clinical areas and has members from 170 organisations, including specialty and state medical societies. The National Quality Forum has endorsed many of the consortium's measures.
More 
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Pearson's CourseConnect selected as 2010 SIIA CODiE Awards finalist
Education, technology and services provider Pearson has announced that its CourseConnect solution has been selected as a finalist in the 2010 Software & Information Industry Association (SIIA) CODiE Awards. CourseConnect is a library of customisable online courses with recommended course descriptions, syllabi, lessons containing rich media, graphics and interactivities, discussion questions and assessment banks.
More 
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Copyrights/Data Integrity/Ethical issues 

French publishers set to sue Google over scanning project
Three major French publishers are reportedly filing lawsuits against Internet search services provider, Google, Inc. for the illegal scanning of their catalogues. This was announced by Antoine Gallimard, CEO of French publisher Gallimard, at the Paris Book Fair, media reports have indicated. The move follows extended efforts by Gallimard to stop the scanning.
More 
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Grants and other research funding 

Grants available for new digitisation projects
College of Arts and Sciences faculty members are invited to apply for funding to create new digital content. The Grants Program for Digital Collections in Arts and Sciences is funded by the college and coordinated by Cornell University Library. Digital collections created through this grants programme will become part of Cornell Library's digital library.
More 
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Center for the History of Medicine receives NEH grant to create digital collection of primary sources documenting the American pandemic experience
The University of Michigan Center for the History of Medicine has been awarded a two-year $314,688 grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities to create an original, open access digital collection of archival, primary, and interpretive materials related to the history of the 1918-1919 influenza pandemic in the US. The University of Michigan Library, through its Scholarly Publishing Office, is contributing digital conversion, hosting, and archiving services to the project.
More 
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Library - Management / Digitization / Automation 

OCLC adds new MARC Records for items in Google Books and Hathi Trust Digital collections to WorldCat
Global library cooperative Online Computer Library Center, Inc. (OCLC) has announced that it is adding records to WorldCat that represent digitised books from the Google Books Library Project and the HathiTrust Digital Library to provide greater access to and increased visibility of these digitized collections. OCLC is working with libraries, Google and the HathiTrust to derive new MARC records that represent these digital collections based on the rich collection of print records contributed to WorldCat by the OCLC membership over the last 40 years.
More 
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Nature Education founding sponsors to sponsor student access to Scitable
Nature Education, the educational wing of scientific publisher Nature Publishing Group (NPG), has announced that founding partners Roche Applied Science, Tata Consultancy Services, Alnylam Pharmaceuticals, and New England Biolabs have pledged substantial financial sponsorship to Scitable. Scitable is Nature Education's free online science library for the global educational community.
More 
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More than 16.3 million French records in WorldCat
Global library cooperative Online Computer Library Center, Inc. (OCLC) has announced that there are now more than 16.3 million French records in WorldCat, following completion of batch loading projects from the Bibliothèque nationale de France (BnF), Système Universitaire de documentation (Sudoc) and the Bibliothèque municipale de Lyon (BM Lyon). The total number of WorldCat records has grown substantially in recent years. The percentage of French-language records has increased from 6.2 percent in 2007 to 9.6 percent in 2010.
More 
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Multi-channel publishing / Innovative e-publishing services / New content formats 

E-publishing, outsourcing identified as most compelling current trends
Mobility is reportedly the buzzword in the content industry currently. It was recently reported that 13 American publishers stated that their e-book sales increased 176.6 percent in 2009 to $169.5 million. E-readers and their software may face highs and lows, but the basics - in this case, the ePub and the underlying XML standards - are here to stay, according to an article in Publishers Weekly. The article states that sticking to preferred formats while remaining device agnostic is the way forward. It also points out that European and American publishers have been outsourcing increasing numbers of SSTM and journal projects to India to reduce costs and keep afloat in the midst of a struggling global economy.
More 
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Cadmus unveils XML-to-EPUB conversion service for scholarly publishers
Content management and production services provider Cadmus Communications has announced the release of an automated XML-to-EPUB conversion service. The service will provide digital content to EPUB-compliant e-book devices, such as the Apple iPad, for the scholarly publishing community. EPUB is an industry standard structure developed by the International Digital Publishing Forum (IDPF) that combines textual and rich media content in a single containerised format.
More 
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Support tools/software/solutions 

ebrary announces new Software as a Service for government documents
Digital content products and technologies provider ebrary has announced the availability of Software as a Service (SaaS) for governments that make information much more discoverable. With ebrary's SaaS, agencies, institutes, and centers can transform any PDF documents into searchable, highly interactive databases that can be integrated into master sites, providing a seamless way for end-users to find the important information they need online.
More 
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Regulations, guidelines and other institutional frameworks 

Regulator FCC has limited authority on web traffic, rules US court
A US federal appeals court recently ruled that, under current law, regulators have only limited power over web traffic. The decision is expected to allow Internet service companies to block or slow specific sites. Also, they can charge video sites like YouTube to deliver their content faster. The decision is seen as a setback to the Federal Communications Commission (FCC)'s efforts to require companies to grant web users equal access to all content, although some of that content is clogging the network. The court ruling follows Comcast's claims that it had the right to slow its cable customers' access to a file-sharing service called BitTorrent.
More 
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