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NEWS IN DETAIL 
Scientific Data Management, Indexing & Archiving 

Portico to preserve Begell House's entire collection of e-journals
Non-profit electronic archiving service provider Portico has announced an agreement with Begell House to preserve the latter's entire collection of 38 e-journals. Begell House is a publisher of books and journals in both print and electronic form. These publications provide the latest research in the areas of science, medicine, and technology.
More

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Thieme Publishing Group joins CLOCKSS
STM publisher Thieme Publishing Group has joined CLOCKSS (Controlled Lots of Copies Keep Stuff Safe), a community-governed archive cooperative. As part of joining CLOCKSS, publishers agree to release their archived content to the world for free if a time comes when it is no longer available from any publisher ('trigger event'). In the case that any content from Thieme becomes triggered, CLOCKSS will release it to the world under a creative commons license to ensure it remains available forever.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Alliances, Partnerships & Consolidations 

University of Ottawa becomes latest member of ARL 
The University of Ottawa Library has joined the Association of Research Libraries (ARL) as its 125th member. The membership of the ARL voted to invite the University of Ottawa Library to join as its 125th member during its 2010 Spring Membership Meeting in Seattle, WA. The vote of membership followed a multi-year review process of the University of Ottawa Library that considered both qualitative and quantitative documentation and involved site visits.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Gale and De Gruyter announce distribution agreement
Educational publisher Gale, part of Cengage Learning, has announced an agreement with academic publisher Walter de Gruyter GmbH & Co. KG. Under the deal, Gale will distribute De Gruyter periodicals through a number of its academic resources. Titles included are academic periodicals in the areas of medicine, religion, sociology and archaeology, plus heavy coverage of linguistics. Of the 37 periodicals included in this agreement, 35 are peer reviewed.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Scientific Societies SBS and ALA merge to become the Society for Laboratory Automation and Screening
The Society for Biomolecular Sciences (SBS) and the Association for Laboratory Automation (ALA) have announced that both scientific societies have merged to become the Society for Laboratory Automation and Screening (SLAS). Both memberships officially authorised the merger with more than 95 percent of the votes cast in favour. SBS and ALA will now unite as individual Sections of SLAS. Each Section will continue to pursue their current mission while collectively addressing the SLAS mission, which is to provide forums for education and information exchange to encourage the study of and improve the science and practice of laboratory automation and screening.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Universities Australia Consortium selects Thomson Reuters' Web of Science for education and research needs
The Universities Australia consortium has chosen to renew Web of Science from Thomson Reuters for its members' education and research needs through 2013. Web of Science, a comprehensive database of research citations, is widely used by researchers, administrators, faculty, and students. Universities Australia represents Australia's 39 universities. Thomson Reuters will provide additional content such as Conference Proceedings Citation Index, a Web of Science database and Journal Citation Reports.
More

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme 

OUP in deal with INFLIBNET to supply research journals to colleges in India
Oxford Journals, a division of Oxford University Press (OUP), has announced a new partnership to supply 206 journals to 6000 colleges in India. The deal was agreed with the Information and Library Network (INFLIBNET) Centre, an autonomous inter-university centre of University Grants Commission. INFLIBNET was set up by the Indian government to create infrastructures for the sharing of library and information resources and services among Academic and Research Institutions.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Maney, DotLib announce expanded agreement for e-journal sales in US, Canada and Italy
Academic Publisher Maney Publishing has expanded its agreement with distributor and agent DotLib for sales of its electronic products in the US, Canada and Italy. Maney's E-journal list features nearly one hundred titles and six subject specific MORE (Maney Online Research E-journal) collections. These include Archaeology & Heritage; Health Sciences; History; History & Humanities; Language & Literature; and Materials Science & Engineering.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
British Library partners with brightsolid to digitise up to 40 million pages of historic newspapers
The British Library has announced a new partnership with online publisher brightsolid. The partnership between the British Library and brightsolid will enable the digitisation of a minimum of 4 million pages of newspapers over the first two years. Over the course of ten years, the agreement aims to deliver up to 40 million pages as the mass digitisation process becomes progressively more efficient and as in-copyright content is scanned following negotiation with rightsholders.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme

New Release - Journals/Products/Services 

Inderscience Publishers announces four new titles
STM and business publisher Inderscience recently published the first issues of four new titles. The journals are: International Journal of Business Competition and Growth; International Journal of Knowledge-Based Development Mining; International Journal of Knowledge Engineering and Data Mining; and International Journal of Metaheuristics.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Special issue of ARL' Research Library Issues focuses on strategies for opening up content 
The Association of Research Libraries (ARL) has published a special issue of Research Library Issues (RLI) on strategies for opening up content. The special issue focuses on new approaches being deployed to increase the amount of content that is open and available to the research library community worldwide. In an introductory essay, guest editor Julia C. Blixrud, ARL Assistant Executive Director, Scholarly Communication, highlights the array of institutional, library, and author strategies now in use.
More

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Thomson Reuters announces Japanese version of ScholarOne Manuscripts
Information services provider Thomson Reuters has announced the availability of a Japanese version of the ScholarOne Manuscripts peer review system, as part of the company's renewed partnership with Kyorinsha Co., Ltd. The new version offers a Japanese language interface, combined with key components in the original system to allow for the full support capabilities users have come to expect from ScholarOne.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
American Society for Microbiology announces inaugural issue of OA journal, mBio
The American Society for Microbiology (ASM) has launched the inaugural issue of mBio, a new open access online journal designed to make microbiology research broadly accessible. The focus of the journal is on rapid publication of cutting-edge research spanning the entire spectrum of microbiology and related fields. The inaugural issue is available online at http://mbio.asm.org.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Nature Publishing Group announces open access options for 7 more journals
Scientific publisher Nature Publishing Group (NPG) has announced open access options for seven further journals. Twenty-five journals published by NPG now offer authors an open access option, including all 15 academic journals owned by NPG. Authors publishing in these journals can now choose to make their article open access on payment of an article processing charge (APC).
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Elsevier launches new journal - Journal of Computational Science
STM publisher Elsevier has announced the launch of the Journal of Computational Science. The journal aims to be an international platform to exchange important novel research results in simulation-based science across all scientific disciplines. The editorial board is led by Editor in Chief, Professor Peter M.A. Sloot of the University of Amsterdam. P.V. Coveney from the University College London, UK, and J. Dongarra from the University of Tennessee, US, will serve as associate editors.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
APPI launches redesigned and upgraded website
The American Psychiatric Publishing, Inc. (APPI) has announced that it has redesigned and upgraded its website, www.appi.org. The new revamped website is projected to allow APPI to take advantage of all of today's online marketing tools. According to the company, the new features include a fast, intuitive and user-friendly search engine; better browsing options with content grouped within four categories - Disorders, Subjects, Assessment & Treatment and Guides, and References and Manuals; and individual book and journal pages with easy-to-navigate tabs, Google preview, links to social networking websites and suggested title.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Results/findings from research reports 

Best-in-class companies arm engineers with simulation tools and high quality reference information, says study
Knovel, a web-based application integrating technical information with analytical and search tools, has commented upon the findings of a new Aberdeen Group report titled 'Cost Saving Strategies for Engineering: Using Simulation to Make Better Decisions.' The study found that best-in-class companies are using tools such as simulation and access to reference materials in an effort to improve productivity and cut costs associated with product design. The Aberdeen Group report was sponsored in part by Knovel.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Organising personal medical information more time consuming than managing most health conditions, says survey
Software firm Microsoft Corp and Mayo Clinic have commissioned a new national consumer survey, according to which organising personal medical information is even more time consuming than managing most health conditions. The study, titled ‘Managing Family Health and Health Information,’ resulted from an online survey of 1,065 adults that was conducted by Opinion Research Corporation in April 2010. Nearly one-third of survey respondents said they spend more time ‘keeping information organised’ than they do finding answers to health questions or dealing with chronic conditions such as diabetes, heart disease and arthritis.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
OCLC-sponsored report examines environmental impact of interlibrary loan practices
Library information provider OCLC Research has released a report, titled 'Greening Interlibrary Loan Practices,' on the environmental impact of current interlibrary loan practices. The report details the findings from an OCLC Research-sponsored study of the environmental impact of current interlibrary loan practices, as well as recommended practices for reducing the carbon footprint of resource sharing operations worldwide. California Environmental Associates, the environmental impact consultant hired for this study, utilised data provided by OCLC and gathered during interviews with staff at a dozen US libraries.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Google Flu Trends not correlating with laboratory tests positive, says study
Google Flu Trends is not as accurate at estimating rates of laboratory-confirmed influenza as CDC national surveillance programmes, according to a new study from the University of Washington. The findings of the study, titled 'Does Google Influenza Tracking Correlate with Laboratory Tests Positive for Influenza?', will be reported at the ATS 2010 International Conference in New Orleans. Google Flu Trends uses the popularity of certain Google search queries in real time to estimate nationwide rates of influenza-like illness activity, a non-specific combination of symptoms including a fever with either a cough or a sore throat without any confirmatory laboratory testing.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Business strategy / restructuring / management 
Springer extends print-on-demand MyCopy service to Europe
STM publisher Springer Science+Business Media has extended its MyCopy service to library users in Europe, with immediate effect. The move follows the successful launch of the service in the US and Canada. The MyCopy offer will be valid for more than 15,000 electronic Springer books published since 2005. The new softcover format is branded as a MyCopy book with a colour cover and black and white book content.
More

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Gold Standard/Elsevier to continue publishing transparent drug pricing information 
Drug decision support provider Gold Standard/Elsevier has announced that it will continue to publish transparent drug pricing information, including average wholesale price (AWP) and all other current and future pricing benchmarks. The announcement comes amidst statements by other drug database suppliers indicating they will discontinue publishing AWP in 2011.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Events and conferences 

Finland to host 2010 ICSTI Annual Conference
International Council for Scientific and Technical Information (ICSTI) has announced that the ICSTI Annual Conference will take place in Helsinki, Finland, on June 10 and 11, 2010. The conference will bring together a large group of the sector's top names and decision-makers. The conference's Finnish organisers are Tietoasiantuntijat ry (The Finnish Information Specialists), VTT Technical Research Center of Finland and The National Board of Patents and Registration Finland NBPR.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
SPARC Digital Repositories Meeting scheduled for November
The Scholarly Publishing and Academic Resources Coalition (SPARC), in partnership with SPARC Europe and SPARC Japan/National Institute of Informatics, has announced the SPARC Digital Repositories Meeting 2010, to be held November 8-9, 2010, at the Renaissance Harborplace Hotel in Baltimore, Maryland. The SPARC digital repositories meetings have played an integral part in advancing the potential of repositories to expand the dissemination of scholarship and transform scholarly communication. First held in 2004, these meetings draw hundreds of participants from around the globe, and set the stage for key developments over the past six years.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Nature Publishing, British Library and Mendeley to co-host Science Online London 2010
Scientific publisher Nature Publishing Group, the British Library and Mendeley will host Science Online London 2010. The event, scheduled for September 3-4, 2010, will take place at the British Library in St Pancras, London. The event seeks to bring together members of the scientific community who are interested in the use of web technologies for collaboration and communication.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
UBM TechWeb's Enterprise 2.0 conference announces 2010 Launch Pad finalists
Technology media and professional information provider UBM TechWeb has announced the four finalists selected to participate in this year's Launch Pad programme at the Enterprise 2.0 Conference in Boston. The Launch Pad programme provides a public forum for unveiling new social tools within the enterprise. Participants this year posted their submissions first in Twitter format. Top submissions were invited by the Jury to upload a short video submission to the Launch Pad site to compete for the title and chance to present to the Enterprise 2.0 community at the event.
More

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
New Appointments and other administrative changes 

Impelsys names Gary Rodrigues as Executive VP Sales
Electronic content delivery solutions provider Impelsys has announced the appointment of publishing industry veteran Gary Rodrigues as the company's executive vice president of sales. In his new position, he will be responsible for overseeing the global sales strategy and day-to-day business development efforts for Impelsys.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Rhonda Oliver appointed new Managing Director of RCN Publishing
The Royal College of Nursing (RCN) has announced the appointment of Rhonda Oliver as the new Managing Director/Publisher at RCN Publishing, effective July 21. She will succeed Linda Thomas, who is retiring this summer. In her new position, Rhonda will oversee the publication of the UK's best-selling nursing journal Nursing Standard as well as ten leading specialist nursing titles.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Medical Hypotheses editor sacked
STM publisher Elsevier recently dismissed Bruce Charlton, editor of the controversial journal Medical Hypotheses, for refusing to revamp review procedures at the journal. According to William Bains, a member of the Editorial Advisory Board and one of Charlton's staunchest defenders, a majority of the 19-member Editorial Advisory Board also seem set to quit. Elsevier has already started a search for a replacement editor. The publisher also plans to implement a system of peer review, which the journal has never had.
More

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
AMA names Elizabeth A. Jones as Senior VP, Periodic Publications 
The American Medical Association (AMA) has named Elizabeth A. (Betsy) Jones as Senior Vice President, Periodic Publications. In her new role, Jones will serve as Publisher of JAMA/Archives, American Medical News, the Journal of Disaster Medicine and Public Health Preparedness and other AMA periodic publications. Jones has been serving as interim publisher of JAMA/Archives since November 2009.
More

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Copyrights/Data Integrity/Ethical issues 

Ethics experts call for scientific and ethical review to ensure integrity of research process
US-based journal Science has published a paper in which experts have cautioned that important ethical issues in the testing of new therapies like stem cells may not be receiving the attention they deserve. Carnegie Mellon University's Alex John London joined McGill University's Jonathan Kimmelman and Marina Emborg of University of Wisconsin-Madison and Wisconsin National Primate Research Center to examine the way scientists, physicians, and regulators evaluate risk and benefit when testing new drugs in human beings for the first time. According to their report, scientists and regulators tend to focus on how individual patients should be protected from risks, and as a result, overlook how medical advance itself can be adversely affected by poorly designed clinical trials.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
European privacy regulators angered by Google Street View data collection‎
European privacy regulators and advocates reacted angrily after Internet search services provider Google Inc. recently admitted that it had, since 2006, systematically collected private data while compiling its Street View photo archive. Under pressure from European officials, Google recently acknowledged that it had collected snippets of private data worldwide. In a blog post on its Website, Google has said that that the information was sent over unencrypted residential wireless networks as Google’s Street View cars with mounted recording equipment passed by.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Grants and other research funding 

OGI Genomics Publication Fund to support open access to Genomics publications
The Ontario Genomics Institute (OGI) has announced the launch of a new fund to support free and unrestricted access to scholarly research papers on genomics published in high impact journals. The OGI Genomics Publication Fund (GPF) will contribute up to $3,000 per publication to genomics researchers wishing to make their papers available as Open Access from the earliest date of publication. The GPF is open to researchers at Ontario-based academic, industry or government institutions.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
LibreDigital secures $8.1 million in funding to expand e-book services
Digital media services company LibreDigital Inc has announced that it has closed an $8.1 million Series C funding round led by new investor S3 Ventures with participation from existing investors Adams Capital Management and Triangle Peak Partners. The new capital infusion will be used by LibreDigital to expand e-book services for publishers looking to capitalise on the unprecedented demand for e-books, which is being driven by the release of new devices like the Apple iPad.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Collaborative content / Web 2.0 / Social Networking 
European data protection officials slam Facebook privacy settings
A coalition of European data protection officials have warned social-networking site Facebook for putting users' privacy at risk due to the changes it brought to its service. In a letter addressed to the social networking company, officials advising European Commission have said that changes to its default settings in December were 'unacceptable'. The letter is from Article 29 Working Party, an influential group of data protection officials from 31 countries, which advises the European Commission on privacy matters.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Multi-channel publishing / Innovative e-publishing services / New content formats 

Apple issues fix note for iPad Wi-Fi problems
Apple Inc. has reportedly issued a support notice to deal with iPad owners who have complained about problems with connecting the portable device to wireless networks. In a statement issued by the company, it will issue a fix in a future iPad software update for 'remaining Wi-Fi connectivity issues.' However, it was unclear whether the fixes will be implemented in software or if there are other issues within the iPad itself.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Spanish publishers launch new e-book platform - Libranda
Spanish publishers Planeta, Random House Mondadori and Santillana, together with Roca Editorial, Wolters Kluwer, and Edicions 62, have reportedly launched a new e-book platform, Libranda. Libranda will offer one of the biggest selections of e-books in Spanish and Catalán. It will act as a digital distributor with no direct-to-consumer sales. 
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
The iPad model can bring developments in management and efficiency in developing nations
While Apple Inc. has focused its sales of the iPad in the West, the most interesting market for iPad-like tablet devices in countries like India could be small businesses and start-ups, according to a recent post in the Wall Street Journal. The post, authored by Alok Mittal, General Partner, Canaan India, states that many of these businesses outside India’s tech sector are yet to adopt the PC platform due to high initial investments, unreliable connectivity and weak infrastructure. Their usage could bring developments in management and efficiency.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Franklin Electronic Publishers release visual dictionary applications for Apple's iPhone, iPad and iPod Touch devices
Electronic handheld information provider Franklin Electronic Publishers, Inc. has announced the release of 12 visual dictionary translation applications for use with Apple's iPhone, iPad and iPod touch mobile digital devices. While Franklin has provided language solutions on its proprietary devices, the company is now releasing ViDICTO+ Mytrip applications for download to 3rd party devices such as the Apple line-up.
More

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Gale launches new iPhone application for school libraries
Educational publisher Gale, part of Cengage Learning, has announced the launch of AccessMyLibrary (AML) School Edition, a mobile application for the iPhone. The new AccessMyLibrary iPhone application will allow students to find their local school library - (grade schools, middle schools and high schools) and access the vast array of Gale resources the school library has purchased on their behalf. Students can use the application to locate their school and then will be required to authenticate for the school year, using a password provided by the school.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Emerald enhances ePrints service with Copyright Clearance Center's Rightslink
Academic and professional literature publisher Emerald Group Publishing Ltd has announced that it now offers its ePrints through the Copyright Clearance Center's (CCC) Rightslink service. Emerald content users will now be able to more quickly and easily reuse copyrighted material published in over 180 Emerald journals and 114 eBook Series. It will increase efficiency for the large community of users who wish to lawfully request ePrints of Emerald content.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
OverDrive to unveil applications for integrating e-books and multimedia content
OverDrive, a distributor of e-books, audiobooks and digital content, has announced that it will release a series of applications that will combine e-books, audiobooks and interactive and multimedia content into one user-friendly application. The apps will be available for both mobile and desktop operating systems, including Windows, Mac, iPhone, iPad, Android, Windows Mobile and BlackBerry. End users are expected to benefit from a single software solution for all OverDrive-supplied content, as well as on-the-go access to e-books from OverDrive-powered library and retail catalogues.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme

Support tools/software/solutions 

Open University and partners develop new software to help students and universities manage academic references 
The Open University and its partners have developed a new piece of free software to help students and universities manage academic references more easily. Funded by JISC, and made in collaboration with RefWorks, MyReferences is part of the Technology Enhanced Learning supporting students to achieve Academic Rigour (TELSTAR) project. It integrates tools from the widely-used RefWorks reference management software into the Moodle virtual learning environment which is used in academic institutions across the UK to support online learning.
More

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Atypon releases Literatum 10.1 publishing platform
Information services provider Atypon Systems, Inc. has released Literatum10.1, a new version of the leading platform used by professional and scholarly publishers to manage, deliver and monetise their digital content. Literatum 10.1 is available immediately. Publishing organisations such as JSTOR, the American Chemical Society, de Gruyter, and Annual Reviews are using Literatum to provide controlled access to journals, books, reference works, and other types of publications.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Regulations, guidelines and other institutional frameworks 

CMSS issues voluntary code to ensure transparent writing collaboration in scientific publications
The Council of Medical Specialty Societies (CMSS), representing over 30 member organisations, has recently adopted a Code for Interaction with Companies. CMSS has issued the voluntary code to help ensure that medical society interactions with industry meet the highest ethical standards as they relate to transparency and independence. Many of the principles covered in the Code define the manner in which societies should ensure independent control of educational and scientific programmes and advocacy positions.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Consumer Watchdog critical of Google Street View, calls for FTC probe
US-based consumer advocacy organisation Consumer Watchdog has called on the Federal Trade Commission to launch an immediate probe of Google's prying on private WiFi networks. In a blog post on its Website, Google recently admitted that it had, since 2006, systematically collected private data while compiling its Street View photo archive. The information was sent over unencrypted residential wireless networks as Google's Street View cars with mounted recording equipment passed by.
More

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Licensing, Pricing and Contracts 

eSpindle to offer lexical data under SaaS model
Online tutoring service provider eSpindle Learning has announced that it will offer its 150,000 word resource, claimed to be one of the largest available online, via the 'Subscription as a Service' (SaaS) model. With this initiative, it is expected that offering audio, images, usage examples and related lexical data to a web audience will no longer require expensive, up-front licensing agreements. The organisation has been licensing data for years, and has appointed a new manager to focus on expanding its SaaS subscriber base.
More 
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