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NEWS IN DETAIL 
Scientific Data Management, Indexing & Archiving 

Library of Congress and Columbia University partner to develop geospatial data preservation clearinghouse
The Library of Congress and Columbia University have announced an agreement to create a web-based clearinghouse of information about best practices for preserving significant geospatial data. The Library of Congress's National Digital Information Infrastructure and Preservation Program (NDIIPP) will fund development of the clearinghouse at the Center for International Earth Science Information Network (CIESIN) at Columbia's Earth Institute. CIESIN will launch a beta version of the clearinghouse later this year.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Thomas Telford signs preservation deal with Portico
Non-profit electronic archiving service provider Portico has announced a preservation agreement with Thomas Telford, the UK-based knowledge business of the Institution of Civil Engineers. Thomas Telford's initial commitment will be to deposit to the archive the 35 e-journals and proceedings series published on behalf of the Institution of Civil Engineers. As part of the agreement, Thomas Telford will make an annual contribution to Portico and has also named Portico as a mechanism to provide post-cancellation access to the titles committed to the archive.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Alliances, Partnerships & Consolidations 

Thomson Reuters acquires Point Carbon, extends offerings to the energy sector
Information services provider Thomson Reuters has announced that it has agreed to acquire Norwegian-based Point Carbon A/S. Point Carbon provides essential trading analytics, news and content for the energy and environmental markets. With this acquisition, Thomson Reuters seeks to further strengthen its offerings to the energy sector. Under the deal, Point Carbon's critical insight, market fundamentals and powerful analytics of key price drivers will be integrated with Thomson Reuters leading news and pricing service.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
NASW selects Publishing Technology's pub2web platform to maximise visibility of online content
Publishing-specific software solutions provider Publishing Technology has announced that the National Association of Social Workers (NASW) has selected its pub2web platform to host content made available to over 150,000 users. NASW, a scholarly press in the social sciences, will initially present its four journal titles, currently hosted on IngentaConnect, on the new website to a growing user base of faculty, practitioners, agencies, libraries, clinicians, and researchers throughout the United States and abroad, with book titles to be added in the near future.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
enTourage ties up with F.A. Davis to offer nursing and healthcare content
enTourage Systems, Inc., the developer of a dualbook branded 'enTourage eDGe', has announced a partnership with publisher F.A. Davis to upgrade its e-book store with additional titles. The enTourage eDGe seeks to bridge multiple technologies into one device. With its hinged E-Ink and LCD screens, the device is designed to offer users the functionalities of an e-reader, tablet netbook, notepad and audio/video player and recorder in one unit. Partnering with F.A. Davis is expected to allow enTourage Systems to provide students, educators and professionals the content they need with nearly 100 titles in the nursing, medicine and health sciences.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Baker & Taylor and LibreDigital announce expanded agreement for delivery of e-books
Baker & Taylor, Inc., a US-based distributor of physical and digital books, has announced an expanded agreement with digital media services company LibreDigital Inc. Both parties will partner for the delivery of e-books - creating a one-stop, comprehensive suite of services for publishers. The partnership was announced at the recently concluded Book Expo America conference.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Publishing executives join together to form new digital media consulting business
Three senior publishing executives have announced the formation of INCITE Partners, LLC (INCITE), a new digital media consulting business. INCITE's practice leaders will help clients achieve growth in online publishing and content delivery, leveraging their more than 60 years of combined experience in technology, online advertising and marketing. INCITE seeks to help publishers and professional societies achieve their online content goals. The firm will provide services across the full spectrum of digital content delivery from analysis, insight, and visioning, and implementation.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
American Academy of Physician Assistants partners with NLM on Information Rx
The American Academy of Physician Assistants (AAPA) has announced that it is now part of the National Library of Medicine Information Rx programme. The partnership was formally launched at the 2010 AAPA annual conference. With the Information Rx program, physician assistants now have a new tool to help their patients find quality health information on the Internet. They can order special, free 'prescription pads' and use them during office visits to 'prescribe' information from NLM's consumer health Website, MedlinePlus.gov.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
NASA joins World Wide Web Consortium
The National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) has announced that it has joined the World Wide Web Consortium (W3C). The consortium is an international organisation that develops protocols, standards and guidelines to ensure universal Web access. According to Chris Kemp, chief technology officer for Information Technology at NASA Headquarters in Washington, standards will play a key role in making NASA's content more accessible on the Internet and in the implementation of the Open Government plan.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Springer to publish official journal of Italian Society of Surgery
STM publisher Springer has announced that it will publish Updates in Surgery, the official journal of the Italian Society of Surgery (SIC), effective June 2010. The journal, previously a bilingual Italian-English publication, is now published four times a year in English only. The content will be available in print for the society members and it will also be electronically available on Springer's platform www.springerlink.com.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
USPTO and Google partner to provide bulk patent and trademark Data to the public
The United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) has entered into a no-cost, two-year agreement with Google to make bulk electronic patent and trademark public data available to the public in bulk form. Under the deal, the USPTO will provide Google with existing bulk, electronic files, which Google will host, without modification, for the public free of charge. This bulk data can be accessed at http://www.google.com/googlebooks/uspto.html.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Gale partners with Detroit Zoological Society to distribute science content
Educational publisher Gale, part of Cengage Learning, has announced an agreement with the Detroit Zoological Society. Under the deal, Gale will distribute animal conservation and animal welfare related content through its new Grzimek's Animal Life Web resource. As a result of the agreement, the new content will be accessible to library users and Detroit Zoological Society members (Supporter level and higher) and Zoo employees.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
New Release - Journals/Products/Services 

Google releases open source learning platform, CloudCourse
Internet search services provider Google, Inc. recently released an internal learning platform, CloudCourse, under an open source license. Built on Google's App Engine, CloudCourse allows anyone to create and track learning activities. It also offers calendaring, waitlist management and approval features. CloudCourse was developed to provide a course scheduling system fully integrated with Google services. By releasing CloudCourse as open source, Google hopes to help developers who want to port or build enterprise applications on App Engine.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
FDA and NIH to launch electronic safety reporting portal
The US' Food and Drug Administration and the National Institutes of Health have launched a new website that, when fully developed, will provide a mechanism for the reporting of pre- and post-market safety data to the federal government. Currently, the website can be used to report safety problems related to foods, including animal feed, and animal drugs, as well as adverse events occurring on human gene transfer trials. Consumers can also use the site to report problems with pet foods and pet treats.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
STIX Fonts version 1.0 released
The Scientific and Technical Information Exchange (STIX) Fonts, after more than 10 years in development, are now available for free download at www.stixfonts.org. These Unicode-based OpenType fonts have been designed to support the full range of characters and symbols needed in STM publishing, for both print and online formats. The fonts include more than 8,000 glyphs in multiple weights, sizes, and slants and support the complete range of Latin alphabets, as well as Greek and Cyrillic.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme

World Scientific Publishing to publish International Journal of Air-conditioning and Refrigeration
Academic and scholarly publisher World Scientific Publishing Company is set to publish the International Journal of Air-conditioning and Refrigeration (IJACR). Professor Nae Hyun Kim of the University of Incheon, Korea, will serve as the Editor-in-chief of the journal. He will be supported by an editorial board consisting of renowned academics/researchers from the field.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Royal Society to publish new guide on climate change
The Royal Society has announced that it will publish a new guide on the science of climate change to help the public gain a better understanding of the issue. The new public facing document on climate change will seek to provide an updated status report on the science in an easily accessible form, also addressing the levels of certainty of key components. The document will be prepared by experts from within the Fellowship. As with all policy statements and reports published by the society, the guide will be subject to review by other Fellows with a broad range of views and expertise.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Thieme releases updated version of Thieme E-Book Library
STM publisher Thieme Publishing Group has announced the re-launch of the Thieme E-Book Library, an online destination for learning, review and research in medicine and the life sciences. This continuously expanding resource contains books on anatomy, the clinical sciences, radiology and the basic sciences. The updated version of the Thieme E-Book Library contains additional titles, as well as several new features.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Knovel introduces Industrial Equipment Essentials
Knovel, a Web-based application integrating technical information with analytical and search tools, has announced the immediate availability of Industrial Equipment Essentials, a package offering guidance and best practice information on a wide range of product development topics. These include material selection and tolerances, heat transfer, fluid dynamics, product design, vibration, plastics, resins, environmental impacts and compliance.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Beilstein-Institut launches new OA journal focusing on nanoscience and nanotechnology
The Beilstein-Institut, a non-profit foundation, has announced the launch of an international, peer-reviewed open access journal - Beilstein Journal of Nanotechnology. Professor Thomas Schimmel of the Karlsruhe Institute of Technology, Germany, will serve as the Editor-in-chief. He is supported by a board of Associate Editors, all of whom will be responsible for a particular subject area.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Co-Action Publishing launches new journal - Diabetic Foot & Ankle
Publisher Co-action Publishing has announced the launch of their latest title, Diabetic Foot & Ankle. Editor-in-Chief Thomas Zgonis is Associate Professor, Fellowship Director and Chief within the Division of Podiatric Medicine and Surgery, Department of Orthopaedic Surgery at the University of Texas Health Science Center in San Antonio, Texas.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Symyx releases All New DiscoveryGate portal to speed chemical sourcing
Information management systems provider Symyx Technologies, Inc. has announced the release of All New DiscoveryGate, an easy-to-use portal for accessing a wealth of scientific information through the Web. In its initial release, All New DiscoveryGate seeks to speed chemical sourcing and reduces costs by providing a fast and comprehensive tool for assessing compound availability and comparing compound prices across over 890 suppliers in the Symyx Available Chemicals Directory (ACD).
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Results/findings from research reports 

Mobile broadband e-reader sales to cross 14 million in 2013, says Informa report
A recent research released by Informa Telecoms & Media forecasts that e-reader sales will peak at 14 million in 2013. However, it will fall by 7 percent in 2014 as the segment faces increased competition from a wide range of consumer electronic devices, predicts the report. This decline will be driven by a shift away from dedicated e-readers towards other multifunction device types, notably mobile phones and tablet-form-factor computing devices including the iPad. It is likely to lead to a segmentation of the e-reader market into two groups - low price, low feature models and higher price devices with advanced features.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
JISC-funded report stresses need for clear digital preservation policy
The digital universe grew by 62 percent in 2009, but those adding to these resources need to think long term if they want to make best use of their public funding, says a new report funded by the UK's Joint Information Systems Committee (JISC). Clearly stated preservation policies are essential in guaranteeing that researchers in the future will be able to access and use a digital resource, adds the report by the Digital Preservation Coalition. The policy should include what content is being preserved and for whom, the objective of the preservation, who is responsible, sources of financial support and how the success of preservation will be measured.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Social networking ranked as fastest growing mobile content category in comScore report
comScore, Inc., a provider of digital marketing information, has released a report on the fastest-growing mobile application and browser content categories based on data from its MobiLens service. The report found that social networking led as the top-gaining category for both application and browser access, confirming the surging popularity of this service on mobile devices.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Business strategy / restructuring / management

NTU and Fraunhofer to set up research center to boost Singapore's Interactive Digital Media industry
Singapore's capabilities in Interactive Digital Media (IDM) research will be boosted with the setting up of the Fraunhofer IDM Centre@NTU by Nanyang Technological University (NTU) and Europe's largest institution for applied research, Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft (Fraunhofer). The centre will focus on the promotion of applied research as well as the commercialisation of IDM innovations. Fraunhofer@NTU will receive funding of S$14 million from MDA, NTU and Fraunhofer.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme

Events and conferences

SPARC-ACRL forum to explore state of play for public access policies
Scholarly Publishing and Academic Resources Coalition (SPARC) and the Association of College and Research Libraries (ACRL) will co-host a panel discussion on the state of play for federal policy moves to ensure open online access to the results of publicly funded research at the forthcoming meeting of the American Library Association (ALA) in Washington, DC. This SPARC-ACRL forum will highlight the success of public access policies to date; explore the landscape for policy development in Congress, within the Administration, and beyond; and consider how campus-based initiatives can help to advance national-level momentum.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
MobiSys 2010 to focus on novel mobile applications of computing technology
The 8th annual international conference on Mobile Systems, Applications and Services is being planned for June 15-18, 2010 in San Francisco, CA, USA. MobiSys 2010 is jointly sponsored by ACM SIGMOBILE (Special Interest Group on Mobile Systems, Users, Data, and Computing) and the USENIX association in cooperation with ACM SIGOPS (Special Interest Group on Operating Systems). Novel mobile applications of computing technology are the focus of MobiSys 2010. The MobiSys 2010 technical programme will feature innovative and significant research on the design, implementation, usage and evaluation of mobile computing and wireless systems, applications and services.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Awards, Certification and other Achievements

Multi-Science Publishing to celebrate 50th anniversary in 2011
Publisher Multi-Science Publishing has announced that it will celebrate its 50th anniversary in 2011. To mark the occasion, the publisher is offering a 56 percent discount of 2010 list price for its collection of 27 peer reviewed journals. Multi-science publishes journals that seek to fill gaps in the scientific literature and are responses to technological developments that call new disciplines into existence. The publisher mainly publishes content in areas such as engineering, with an emphasis on acoustics and construction/built environment; energy and environmental studies, including renewable energy and energy policy; aerospace/aeronautics; and sports science.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme

New Appointments and other administrative changes 

AMIA names new Editor-in-Chief to lead JAMIA
The Board of Directors of the American Medical Informatics Association (AMIA) has announced the selection of Dr. Lucila Ohno-Machado as the new Editor-in-Chief of the AMIA peer-reviewed informatics journal, JAMIA. Dr. Ohno-Machado is a faculty member of the University of California San Diego, where she is Professor and founding chief of the Division of Biomedical Informatics. In her new position, Dr. Machado will report to the AMIA Board of Directors through a Publications Committee.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Copyrights/Data Integrity/Ethical issues

Google criticised for mapping UK's entire WiFi networks for database
Fitted with radio aerials, the street view car of Internet search services provider Google, Inc. has reportedly mapped the UK's entire wireless network. The database thus collated, media reports indicate, is used for commercial purposes through Google's search engine. The data is used on Google Maps to help cell-phone and iPhone users to access information relevant to the area. The project remained secret until a recent inquiry in Germany forced Google to admit that it had 'mistakenly' downloaded e-mails and other data from unsecured wireless networks.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Grants and other research funding 

Elsevier Foundation calls for new grant proposals for the 2010 Innovative Libraries in Developing Countries programme
The Elsevier Foundation is seeking new grant proposals for the 2010 Innovative Libraries in Developing Countries programme. Sponsored by STM publisher Elsevier, the Innovative Libraries programme provides grants to library programmes in the developing world for innovative systems and services that improve access to scientific, technical and medical information. The deadline for Innovative Libraries proposals is September 15, 2010. Grants will be awarded in December 2010 and provide one, two and three year awards of $5,000-$50,000 per year.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme

Search technologies 

CABI eBooks and Reviews now searchable via Summon discovery tool
Applied life science publisher CABI has announced that it will make all of its full-text content available through the Summon web-scale discovery service from Serials Solutions. Library users will now have one-click access to the full text of over 450 CABI eBooks, comprising more than 7000 individual chapters, and nearly 500 CAB Reviews - peer-reviewed articles analysing current research and emerging trends in animal and veterinary science, agriculture, applied plant sciences, environmental sciences and nutrition and food science.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Collaborative content / Web 2.0 / Social Networking

New grid initiative allows UK researchers to carry out collaborative research with peers across Europe
Researchers connected to the UK's national grid service can now carry out long term collaborative research with peers across Europe through an improved network. Scientists in the UK can tap into the new grid initiative, called EGI.eu, to access computing power, data, software and storage space in over 50 countries. By creating this improved network, the Europe-wide research community hopes to make significant breakthroughs in data-intensive scientific research, previously considered too time consuming to consider.
More 
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Search for more news in this Theme
Library - Management / Digitization / Automation 

National Library of China joins OCLC WorldCat Resource Sharing service 
Global library cooperative Online Computer Library Center, Inc. (OCLC) has announced the National Library of China as a new participant in the OCLC WorldCat Resource Sharing service. Under the initiative, the National Library of China will share its rich collections with libraries and researchers worldwide. WorldCat Resource Sharing is a unique set of tools built on the WorldCat database through which more than 10,000 libraries in over 40 countries cooperate to create a global network to simplify interlibrary lending.
More 
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Search for more news in this Theme

Serials Solutions Access Control Service to improve remote user access
E-Resource Access and Management Services (ERAMS) provider Serials Solutions, a business unit of ProQuest, has announced that it is developing Serials Solutions Access Control Service, a hosted authentication and proxy service that will improve access for users and free up library staff time. Access Control Service is expected to simplify the process of accessing library resources from remote locations, combine data management with access control, and eliminate the current requirement for IT resources to implement and manage this service.
More 
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Multi-channel publishing / Innovative e-publishing services / New content formats 

Kindle App for iPad now available globally
Amazon.com, Inc., a US-based multinational e-commerce company, has announced that its Kindle App for iPad is now available in all countries where the iPad is offered. The app lets users select from hundreds of thousands of books available in the Kindle Store on iPad and features Amazon Whispersync technology that saves and synchronises customers' last page read, bookmarks, notes and highlights across their Kindle, Kindle DX, iPhone, iPod touch, Mac, iPad and more.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
iPad sales hit two million
Apple Inc., a US-based multinational corporation that designs and markets consumer electronics, computer software, and personal computers, has announced that sales of its latest product, iPad, has topped two million in less than 60 days since its launch on April 3. Apple began shipping iPad in Australia, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Spain, Switzerland and the UK this past weekend. iPad will be available in nine more countries in July and additional countries later this year.
More 
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Search for more news in this Theme

European publishers approach iPad cautiously
A recent report by The Bookseller states that Apple is yet to reach a deal with European publishers for its iBookstore. Four major UK publishers struck last minute deals with Apple, stocking the international iBookstore with new eBooks. It has been observed that Europeans are being far more cautious than Americans when it comes to tablet computers. Mathias Döpfner, CEO of German publishing house Axel Springer, sees the iPad 'as delivering what we were all waiting for.' On the contrary, Swiss publisher Michael Ringier is of the opinion that it is good journalism and not gadgets that are going to save newspapers. Many European publishers, who had not launched iPad apps when European sales began May 28, have reportedly supported Ringier's views.
More 
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Search for more news in this Theme
Texas attorney general's office queries e-book publishers
The Texas attorney general is reportedly conducting an inquiry on the electronic book market. According to reports in the Wall Street Journal, two major publishers have been approached by the state agency. Company officials at Lagardere SCA's Hachette Book Group confirmed that the publishing house was contacted by Texas officials. A spokeswoman for News Corp.'s HarperCollins Publishers said that the publishing house received a request for documents from the Texas attorney general's office. Both companies declined to comment any further.
More 
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Lippincott Williams & Wilkins releases latest edition of The Washington Manual of Medical Therapeutics
Healthcare publisher Lippincott Williams & Wilkins (LWW), part of Wolters Kluwer Health, has announced the release of the print and electronic version of The Washington Manual of Medical Therapeutics, 33rd Edition, for fast access at the point-of-care. For the first time, full content of The Washington Manual of Medical Therapeutics is being made available thorough mobile devices for one year at no additional charge. Each section has been updated and reformatted for easier access to the information the reader needs.
More 
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Support tools/software/solutions 

Privacy laws being revamped as cloud computing takes centre stage
Leveraging the potential of cloud computing, mobile computing and social media is critical to survive competition, it was observed at the recently concluded CIO Executive Leadership Roundtable held in Chicago. The invitation-only event was attended by 120 Chicago-area CIOs and IT executives. Cloud computing is a concept of renting computing power. It is seen to have become the latest sensation in the technology world. Given concerns about security and reliability, few big companies are ready to entrust their IT operations to publicly shared infrastructure, even if it is cheaper. Those companies increasingly have another alternative, the private cloud.
More 
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Regulations, guidelines and other institutional frameworks

AIP, Ex Libris, OCLC and Serials Solutions become first to endorse KBART Recommended Practice
The UKSG and the National Information Standards Organisation (NISO) have announced that the American Institute of Physics, Ex Libris, OCLC and Serials Solutions are the first organisations to publicly endorse the Phase I recommendations of the KBART (Knowledge Bases And Related Tools) Working Group, a joint initiative that is exploring data problems within the OpenURL supply chain. KBART's Phase I Recommended Practice, published in January 2010, contains practical recommendations for the timely exchange of accurate metadata between content providers and knowledge base developers.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Google, Facebook face more scrutiny on privacy policies
US lawmakers have reportedly strengthened their enquiry into the privacy practices of two Internet companies - Google, Inc. and Facebook, Inc. The chairman of the House Judiciary Committee recently asked Facebook and Google to cooperate with investigations into privacy practices at both companies. Representative John Conyers Jr. has also sent mails expressing concern on whether the two companies are doing enough to protect users' privacy.
More 
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EASE releases guidelines for authors and translators of scientific articles
The European Association of Science Editors (EASE) recently published simple editorial guidelines for authors and translators of scientific articles. These guidelines are aimed to make international scientific communication more efficient. Translation of these guidelines into Spanish, French, Italian, Chinese, Estonian and Polish are in progress. The Association is also inviting volunteers to translate the guidelines into other languages.
More 
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