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NEWS IN DETAIL

Scientific Data Management, Indexing & Archiving

Researchers to gain free access to journals published in Africa
A full-text, digital archive of journal articles published in Africa is now available at www.ajarchive.org. The African Journal Archive is funded by Carnegie Corporation of New York and managed by South Africa-based Sabinet. It will make African research and cultural heritage published in Africa available free of charge to Africa-based and international researchers.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Portico and John Benjamins Publishing Company in deal to preserve e-journals
Non-profit electronic archiving service provider Portico has announced an agreement with academic publisher John Benjamins Publishing Company to preserve the latter's entire collection of 47 e-journals. With the inclusion of these 47 e-journals, over 11,000 e-journals, 33,000 e-books and 10 d-collections from 110 publishers on behalf of over 2,000 societies and associations have now been entrusted to the Portico archive.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Future Science Group journals selected for coverage on Embase
Publisher Future Science Group has announced that its journals Epigenomics, Imaging in Medicine and Interventional Cardiology have been selected for coverage on Embase. Embase is a comprehensive database which holds over 20 million indexed records from more than 7,000 active, peer-reviewed journals. The database delivers comprehensive, authoritative, reliable coverage of the most relevant biomedical literature.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Alliances, Partnerships & Consolidations 

Emerald partners with ASFOR, the Italian Association for the Development of Management Education
Academic and professional literature publisher Emerald Group Publishing Ltd. has signed an agreement with ASFOR, the Italian Association for the Development of Management Education. Effective June 1, 2010, this partnership enables both organisations to work together towards their common goals of supporting and developing management education and leadership.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
N.Y. consortium selects Bibliotheca, Inc. to provide RFID solutions for libraries
Library solutions provider Bibliotheca, Inc. has announced that it has been selected by the Automated Library Information System (ALIS) of Nassau County, N.Y., to provide a range of RFID library solutions for the 54 independent public libraries that comprise ALIS. ALIS is a consortium of 54 autonomous public libraries serving communities in Nassau County, N.Y. Bibliotheca has been selected to provide RFID hardware, tags and services to upgrade ALIS libraries' facilities and support staff.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Symyx shareholders advised to veto Certara proposal and accept Accelrys'
Information management systems provider Symyx Technologies, Inc. has announced that at a recent meeting, its board examined a revised acquisition proposal from Certara Corporation, Tripos International and Pharsight Corporation (collectively the "Certara/Vector proposal"). The board determined that the proposal is not in the best interest of Symyx shareholders. Further, it has reiterated its support for the merger proposal with Accelrys, Inc., first announced in April 2010.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Credo Reference adds four key reference titles from Zed Books
Online reference library Credo Reference has signed an agreement to integrate four key reference books from Zed Books into the Credo General Reference collection. These are the first titles from Zed Books to be made available on Credo.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Credo Reference and ebrary announce partnership 
Online reference library Credo Reference has announced a partnership with US-based digital content products and technologies provider ebrary to provide a user-friendly customisation option for the new Credo Topic Pages. Credo Reference users will now be able to research ebrary's extensive ebook content directly from the Credo Topic Pages.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
ProQuest to distribute IBA content created by the GRI
Information technology firm ProQuest has announced an agreement with the Getty Research Institute (GRI). The agreement will allow ProQuest to take over the indexing of the International Bibliography of Art (IBA), providing a secure future for a resource considered central to the study of art history. ProQuest will distribute IBA content created by the GRI (covering the years 2008 through 2009), and build on it by adding new index records going forward.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Shibboleth implementation opens up new market for Koninklijke Brill NV
Online publishing services provider Semantico Ltd. has announced that it has completed an important update to the Brill access management system. German users will now be able to login using Shibboleth authentication when accessing Brill online, Brill ebooks, Nijhoff Online and Linguistic Bibliography Online. Shibboleth allows users to identify which institution they would like to use to authenticate their access to online resources.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Saint Francis Health System selects WK Health's ProVation Medical Software for procedure documentation and coding
Healthcare information provider Wolters Kluwer Health (WK Health) has announced that Saint Francis Health System has selected its ProVation MD software for comprehensive cardiology procedure documentation and coding at Saint Francis Hospital. ProVation MD software for procedure documentation and coding compliance replaces dictation/transcription and streamlines the coding and billing process.
More 
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New Release - Journals/Products/Services 

ARCL journal report identifies top 10 academic library trends
The June issue of the Association of College and Research Libraries' (ACRL) College & Research Libraries News comprises a literature review performed by members of the ACRL Research Planning and Review committee. The committee has identified the '2010 Top Ten Trends in Academic Libraries.' The trends, listed in alphabetical order, can be accessed online at http://crln.acrl.org/content/71/6/286.full
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Google may launch one-click payment system for news content by year-end 
Internet search services provider Google Inc is reportedly set to launch a paid content system for publishers, which it is calling Newspass. According to a report in an Italian newspaper, La Repubblica, Google is reaching out to publishers to get them to sign up for the system, which is slated for launch later this year. However, Google is yet to confirm the La Repubblica report.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
SAGE unveils new online resource - SAGE Insight
Academic and professional publisher SAGE has announced the launch of a new online resource, SAGE Insight (http://www.sagepub.com/sageinsight), that will put the spotlight on research published across its scholarly journals. SAGE Insight links to highly topical articles from across the 560 journals hosted online on SAGE's online platform, SAGE Journals Online. Drawn from both new and archive content, the articles on SAGE Insight provide a new perspective on major issues facing the public and policy makers.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Elsevier pilots new peer review programme - PeerChoice
STM publisher Elsevier has announced the launch of PeerChoice, a new pilot peer review programme for Chemical Physics Letters where reviewers can now choose which articles they would like to review. It is expected that by choosing articles matching their expertise and interest, efficiency and effectiveness of the peer review process will be increased. The PeerChoice pilot will initially run for three months, starting in June.
More 
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Search for more news in this Theme
Symyx releases Symyx Direct 7.0 data cartridge
Information management systems provider Symyx Technologies, Inc. has released the Symyx Direct 7.0 data cartridge, an innovative, one-stop solution for registering, searching, and retrieving chemical and biological entities stored in relational databases. Symyx Direct 7.0 will seek to improve R&D efficiency, project team collaboration, and IP management by enabling multidisciplinary project teams to visualise, explore and compare novel macromolecular sequences and chemical structures stored in a single, fully searchable corporate registry system.
More 
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Search for more news in this Theme
Results/findings from research reports 

Tablets to outsell netbooks by 2012, says Forrester report on US PC market
Independent research company Forrester Research has released a report titled 'The US Consumer PC Market In 2015.' Fuelled by a growing interest in tablet computers, nearly half a billion PCs will be sold to consumers in the US between now and 2015, according to the report. Over the next five years, PC unit sales across all form factors - desktops, notebooks and laptops, tablets, and netbooks - will increase by 52 percent, says the report.
More 
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Search for more news in this Theme
Kyoto University study uses Scopus data to examine effectiveness of 21st Century COE programme for accelerating research performance
Abstracting and indexing database Scopus, part of STM publisher Elsevier, has announced that Kyoto University is employing its data and functions in a study performed by Dr. Takanori Ida, Professor at the Graduate School of Economics - Kyoto University. The study, co-developed by the Graduate School of Economics - Kyoto University and Elsevier Japan, shows how effectively the government's large funding scheme, 21st Century Center of Excellence (COE) Program, encouraged research activities in universities across Japan. Through the use of Scopus as a tool to identify all research papers related to this programme, the study examines whether a fair evaluation of the research output has been done.
More 
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Search for more news in this Theme
ACRL's new report examines trends that may impact the future of higher education
The Association of College and Research Libraries' (ACRL) has released a new report, 'Futures Thinking for Academic Librarians: Higher Education in 2025.' Authored by David J. Staley and Kara J. Malenfant, the report presents 26 possible scenarios for the future which may have an impact on all types of academic libraries over the next 15 years.
More 
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Thomson Reuters study examines research scenario in Japan
Information services provider Thomson Reuters has released a study according to which Japan's performance in scientific research has remained mostly static despite world-class universities, established government laboratories and several Nobel Prizes. The overall national trend points to a comparatively flat research output and declining share of the world's annual scientific literature. The study, Global Research Report: Japan, found that the country's overall share of research production has slipped since 2000, from 9.45 percent to 6.75 percent in 2009.
More 
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Search for more news in this Theme
Worldwide cloud services market to cross $148 million by 2014, says Gartner report
Technology research services firm Gartner, Inc. has released forecasts for worldwide cloud services, according to which revenue from these services are expected to reach $68.3 billion in 2010. That would mark a 16.6 percent increase from 2009 revenue of $58.6 billion. Also, the industry is poised for strong growth through 2014, when worldwide cloud services revenue is projected to reach $148.8 billion. Gartner estimates that, over the course of the next five years, enterprises will spend $112 billion cumulatively on software as a service (SaaS), platform as a service (PaaS), and infrastructure as a service (IaaS), combined.
More 
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Business strategy / restructuring / management 

More than 100,000 institutions benefit from free resources offered via EBSCOhost
Electronic research databases provider EBSCO Publishing (EBSCO) has announced that more than 100,000 institutions are benefiting from free resources offered via EBSCOhost. EBSCO has been providing key database content free of charge since 2008. Two free EBSCOhost resources - GreenFILE and Library, Information Science & Technology Abstracts (LISTA) - have seen a tremendous amount of usage. GreenFILE focuses on environmental efforts while LISTA is geared toward those interested in libraries and information management.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Google examining impact of new Chinese laws on Google Maps service
Internet search services provider Google Inc is reportedly examining the impact new Chinese regulations could have on its Google Maps service. China's State Bureau of Surveying and Mapping recently announced new regulations that require firms providing online map and location services to apply for a license.
More 
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Events and conferences 

China to host Digital Publishing Asia Pacific 2010 summit
Business events organiser Global Leaders Institute will organise the Digital Publishing Asia Pacific 2010 summit. Supported by key industry organisations including China Mobile Communications Association, International Copyright Exchange and Taiwan Digital Publishing Forum, the summit is scheduled for November 16 - 17, 2010, at the InterContinental Financial Street Hotel in Beijing, China. The event will seek to provide an opportunity for publishers, e-book producers and distributors, e-reader providers, e-publishing solution providers and a wide variety of stakeholders to participate in informative sessions on issues of the China digital publishing market.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme

SPARC-ACRL to co-host panel discussion to expand access to scholarly research 
Scholarly Publishing and Academic Resources Coalition (SPARC) and the Association of College and Research Libraries (ACRL) will co-host a panel discussion on the state of play for key and recent developments in the move to expand access to scholarly research - including federal policy action and major campus-based moves to push for change and exert collective power. The panel discussion will be held at the forthcoming meeting of the American Library Association (ALA) in Washington, DC. The forum will be held June 26, 2010, at the Washington Convention Center.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Berkeley to host first Open Science Summit
The Network for Open Scientific Innovation, in partnership with the Berkeley Students for Free Culture chapter, with support from Creative Commons and Premiere Media Partner New Scientist, has announced the first Open Science Summit. The Summit is scheduled for July 29-31, 2010, at Berkeley.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
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Awards, Certification and other Achievements 

CSIRO's Thomas Girke named winner of the 2010 Information Professional of the Year
Online information services provider Dialog, part of the ProQuest family of brands, has announced that Thomas Girke, Manager, Information Support, Library Services, at the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO), as the winner of the 2010 Information Professional of the Year by the Special Libraries Association (SLA) Australia and New Zealand Chapter. The announcement was made during the SLA 2010 conference in New Orleans. A cash prize of AUD$2,000 was awarded to Girke.
More 
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Search for more news in this Theme
ChemSpider wins 'Most Innovative Software' award
The Royal Society of Chemistry recently announced that its ChemSpider platform has scooped the Innovative Software Award at the iExpo/KM Forum 2010. The award is organised by GFII (the Association for Professionals of the Information Industry) and recognises leading software providers in the information industry for their innovative capabilities and user interfaces.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Authors of Panton Principles named SPARC Innovators
Four scientists who have authored the Panton Principles have been named SPARC innovators. These include Peter Murray-Rust, Cameron Neylon, Rufus Pollock and John Wilbanks. The Panton Principles put forth a set of recommendations for scientists to more easily share their data. Through the Principles, the group aimed to develop clear language that explicitly defines how a scientist's rights to his or her own data could be structured so others can freely reuse or build on it. The goal was to craft language simple enough that a scientist could easily follow it, and then focus on doing science rather than law.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
2009 Emerald/ALCS African Management Research Fund award winner announced
Academic and professional literature publisher Emerald Group Publishing Ltd. and The Authors' Licensing and Collection Society (ALCS), in association with the International Network for the Availability of Scientific Publications (INASP) and the International Academy of African Business and Development (IAABD) have announced the winner of the 2009 Emerald/ALCS African Management Research Fund Award. In addition to the £2,500 research grant, the Winner will also be given the opportunity to receive the assistance of an experienced Emerald editor or former editor in helping write a high-quality article, offering the best chance of getting accepted for publication.
More 
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New Appointments and other administrative changes 

Energy publishing expert Neil Fleming to head ICIS' editorial operations
Global petrochemicals and energy information provider ICIS has appointed energy publishing expert Neil Fleming to head its editorial operations. Fleming, who will act as Head of Content across all ICIS businesses, is the former editorial vice-president of oil, gas, power and metals information business Platts - a role which he held from 1997 to 2002, when he resigned to launch a second career managing a theatre production company.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Roberta Shaffer named new ICSTI President 
The International Council for Scientific & Technical Information (ICSTI) has announced the appointment of Roberta Shaffer, The Law Librarian of the Library of Congress, USA, as the Council's new President. R.Sivadas, CEO of Scope e-Knowledge (Publishers of Knowledgespeak), will take charge as the new Vice President. The announcement was made at the recently concluded Annual General Meeting at Helsinki.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Publishing Technology names Mark Carden as Executive VP, Global Sales & Marketing
Publishing Technology plc, a UK-based provider of software and services to the publishing industry, has announced the appointment of Mark Carden as Executive Vice President, Global Sales & Marketing. In his new position, Carden will be responsible for Publishing Technology's business development activities worldwide, leading the team that informs potential and current customers about the company's product and service offerings, including advance, ingentaconnect and pub2web.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
BMJ Group appoints Joyce-Rachel John as North American publisher
Publisher BMJ Group has announced that the company has appointed a fourth publisher to help drive forward its specialist journal acquisition and international publishing services programmes in the US. Joyce-Rachel John, who recently took up the newly created post of North American publisher, has a strong record in new business development and extensive experience in journals management and medical publishing.
More 
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Citation Statistics / Analyses / Enhancements 

Thomson Reuters releases 2009 Journal Citation Reports
Information services provider Thomson Reuters has announced the release of the 2009 Journal Citation Reports (JCR). JCR claims to be the most widely used tool for assessing the world's leading journals. The metrics it offers, including Journal Impact Factor, empower users to objectively evaluate a journal's performance and its influence on research globally.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
AIP applied physics journals top Thomson Reuters rankings again in 2009
The American Institute of Physics (AIP) has announced that AIP journals produced nearly one quarter of the articles in the Applied Physics category last year, and received almost 40 percent of all the cited references in the category. These numbers are among the figures reported in the 2009 Journal Citation Reports Science Edition (Thomson Reuters, 2010). The journals Applied Physics Letters (APL) and Journal of Applied Physics (JAP) once again ranked as the first and second most highly cited journals in their category. APL, the most highly cited journal in Applied Physics, garnered 186,353 citations during 2009 and JAP received 115,445.
More 
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Latest Cell Press journals post impressive impact factors
Cell Press, an imprint of STM publisher Elsevier, has announced that in the year since their 2008 preliminary ranking, Cell Press journals Cell Stem Cell and Cell Host and Microbe saw their Impact Factors surge, according to new data released in the 2009 Journal Citation Reports published by Thomson Reuters. In the recently released report, Cell Stem Cell's rating rose to 23.563, and Cell Host and Microbe ranked 13.021 - boasting an increase of 75 percent from the journal's 2008 Impact Factor. Cell, the flagship journal of Cell Press, remains the number one research journal in the Cell Biology and Biochemistry & Molecular Biology subject categories, with an Impact Factor of 31.152.
More 
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American Journal of Public Health announces increased impact factor for 2009 
The American Journal of Public Health (AJPH), published by the American Public Health Association, has reported an increased impact factor for 2009. The 2009 impact factor for AJPH is 4.371 up from 4.241 in 2008. The journal ranks #2 out of 95 titles in the Public, Environmental and Occupational Health category of the 2009 Thomson Reuters Social Sciences Citation Index compared to last year's #3 of 76 titles.
More 
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Copyrights/Data Integrity/Ethical issues 

France joins privacy probe targeting Google's Street View mapping service
French data protection agency Commission Nationale de l'Informatique et des Libertes (CNIL) has said that Google Inc. recorded passwords and bits of e-mail messages while collecting data for its Street View mapping service. France is the latest country to accuse Google Inc. for illegally gathering private data from Wi-Fi networks in the country through its Street View project.
More 
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US states join hands to investigate Google's Street View project
About 30 US states are looking to work together to examine how Google, Inc.'s Street View vehicles were able to collect Internet users' personal data from unsecured wireless networks. Led by Connecticut Attorney General Richard Blumenthal, the joint investigation will seek additional information from Google. Also, it will examine whether or not laws were broken when the company mistakenly collected data on people's web usage. 
More 
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Grants and other research funding 

ARL Initiative to Recruit a Diverse Workforce receives IMLS grant
The Association of Research Libraries (ARL) has been awarded a grant by the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) Laura Bush 21st-Century Librarian Program. An amount of $543,014 has been awarded to fund the next iteration of the Initiative to Recruit a Diverse Workforce (IRDW). The IRDW will provide support for graduate school in library and information science and other professional development opportunities to 30 students from traditionally under-represented racial and ethnic minority groups over the next three years.
More 
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OCLC WebJunction and SLNC receive IMLS grant to help libraries assist the unemployed
The Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) has awarded OCLC WebJunction and the State Library of North Carolina (SLNC) a grant to continue work to provide library-based employment services and programmes to assist the unemployed. The $940,750 grant will fund work to conduct an impact and needs assessment on unemployment in all regions in the US, and create a corresponding curriculum that can be tailored to meet local needs so that libraries are better equipped to meet the needs of the unemployed.
More 
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Search technologies 

Ex Libris announces expansion of Primo community with new members
Library solutions provider Ex Libris Group has announced that more libraries around the world have selected the Primo discovery and delivery solution. In addition to gaining access from the redesigned user interface and the rich functionality of Primo version 3, these libraries, together with the other 280 members of the international Primo community, will benefit from the integration with the Primo Central index of scholarly e-content.
More 
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Multi-channel publishing / Innovative e-publishing services / New content formats 
IEEE launches IEEE Xplore Mobile
The Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE), a technical professional association for the advancement of technology, has announced the launch of IEEE Xplore Mobile. The new mobile version of IEEE Xplore incorporates enhancements based on user feedback collected from a beta test period that began in June 2009. It gives users the ability to perform searches of over two million technical documents with any mobile device connected to the Internet.
More 
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Adtech offers online ad delivery service targeted at iPad owners
Digital marketing solutions provider Adtech, part of AOL Advertising, has announced support for delivering online advertising across the new iPad from Apple. Available immediately, Adtech will now help its publisher, agency and ad network customers to specifically target iPad owners on the web. The Adtech solution is currently browser-recognition based. The company is additionally working on various other options to identify mobile devices.
More 
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Mobile access for Knowledgespeak now available
Knowledgespeak recently announced the beta launch of SCOOPE, an innovative m-KNOWLEDGE service. We are currently inviting feedback/suggestions from our valuable subscribers as to their experiences with the service. Subscribers are requested to download the beta application to their mobile phones, by visiting http://www.scopeknowledge.com/scoope.jar using their mobile browser. You can send in your feedbacks/suggestions to us at kspeaknews@scopeknowledge.com

More 
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Wiley-Blackwell to conduct trial of SciVee video platform
SciVee, a video platform solutions provider to the STM market, has announced that STM and scholarly publisher Wiley-Blackwell has agreed to conduct a trial of the SciVee video platform for several of its life sciences journals. The three-month trial is designed to test how SciVee products and services can supplement and enhance Wiley-Blackwell journals to increase article views, broaden reader interest and promote authors.
More 
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iPad sales hit three million
Apple Inc., a US-based multinational corporation that designs and markets consumer electronics, computer software, and personal computers, has announced that sales of iPad has topped three million in just 80 days after its introduction in the US. iPad allows users to connect with their apps, content and the Internet in a more intimate and intuitive way.
More 
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Regulations, guidelines and other institutional frameworks 

OCLC Board of Trustees approve new WorldCat record use policy
The OCLC Board of Trustees has approved a new WorldCat record use policy, developed by a Record Use Policy Council and informed by community input. WorldCat Rights and Responsibilities for the OCLC Cooperative will be effective August 1, 2010. The new policy outlines the rights and responsibilities associated with stewardship of the WorldCat bibliographic and holdings database by and for the OCLC cooperative. This includes the use and exchange of OCLC member-contributed data comprising WorldCat.
More 
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Licensing, Pricing and Contracts 

Springer Open Choice uptake influences 2011 journal pricing
STM publisher Springer has analysed the uptake of its open access option Open Choice for articles published in 2009. The global publisher is now set to share the impact of the Open Choice offering on 2011 pricing. A detailed analysis of the Open Choice articles published in 2009 showed that over 30 journals published a significant share of paid open access articles in 2009.
More 
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Continuing education requirements 
BMJ and Cleveland Clinic collaborate to offer CME credits to BMJ readers
The British Medical Journal (BMJ) has joined forces with the Cleveland Clinic in the US to offer certified continuing medical education (CME) credits to all of its readers. This collaboration is projected to benefit doctors and other health professionals worldwide. The programme will start with modules linked to BMJ research articles, chosen for their focus on important and clinically relevant questions, and whose findings are applicable to a wide cross section of readers.
More 
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