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NEWS IN DETAIL

Scientific Data Management, Indexing & Archiving 

British Library close to gaining legal powers to archive millions of websites

British Library, the national library of the UK, will reportedly gain legal powers to archive millions of websites after media reports exposed long delays in introducing the measures. The move by UK ministers to fast-track the provision of new legal powers to British Library follows warnings from the Library and National Museum of Scotland that historical record is being lost.
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Alliances, Partnerships & Consolidations
UNEP ties up with WHO to take OARE programme to Yemen

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) recently took steps to promote its Online Access to Research in the Environment (OARE) programme in Yemen. The aim was to offer the chance for the country's science community to gain greater access to leading scientific journals. UNEP and Yemen's Environmental Protection Authority and Ministry of Water and Environment worked together this month with the WHO to train 30 Yemeni researchers, scientists, planers and lecturers in the use of OARE.
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UNESCO expands grid and cloud computing initiative in Africa and Middle East

The UNESCO is reportedly expanding a scheme that aims to slow the brain drain of African and Arab researchers by giving them access to global scientific networks and computing power. The 'Brain Gain Initiative', set up in partnership with computer firm Hewlett-Packard (HP), allows researchers to collaborate with experts worldwide through grid and cloud computing. The move is expected to boost researchers’ loyalty to the local science and technology effort. The scheme builds on a successful pilot in five universities from 2006-09. It will now involve 15 more universities in Africa and the Middle East.
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Oskaloosa Public Library opts for LibLime Enterprise Koha

LibLime, a US-based provider of open source library software, has announced that the Oskaloosa Public Library in Oskaloosa, Iowa, has selected LibLime Enterprise Koha for their next integrated library system. The Library's system will be installed, operated and maintained at one of LibLime's carrier-class data centers and distributed via Software as a Service on LibLime's Cloud Computing platform.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
Polk Library gains access to Elsevier's Science Direct Freedom Collection

University of Wisconsin Oshkosh (UWO) has announced that its faculty, staff and students will gain access to Elsevier's Science Direct Freedom Collection via Polk Library. Ron Hardy, the library's head of information resources, negotiated the agreement with STM publisher Elsevier.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
UBM transfers CIOE tradeshow to ieMedia joint venture with Global Sources

Niche information services provider United Business Media Ltd. has announced that it has completed the transfer of its 70 percent interest in the China International Optoelectronic Expo (CIOE) trade show to eMedia Asia Ltd. eMedia Asia is a joint venture between Global Sources (60%) and United Business Media's EETimes Group (40%). UBM received a net cash consideration of $5 million from eMedia.
More 

Search for more news in this Category
Search for more news in this Theme
New Release - Journals/Products/Services 
Serials Solutions releases new federated search solution

E-Resource Access and Management Services (ERAMS) provider Serials Solutions has announced the launch of the new and improved 360 Search federated search service. The new service combines the best features of the Serials Solutions 360 Search and WebFeat platforms with new and improved capabilities that give users the power to control their search and librarians the power to deliver the best results.
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World Scientific launches Climate Change Economics journal

Academic and scholarly publisher World Scientific Publishing Company (WSPC) has announced the launch of The Climate Change Economics journal. Dr. Robert Mendelsohn from Yale University will serve as the Editor-in-Chief of the journal.
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JAMA announces new series on caring for aging patient

The Journal of the American Medical Association (JAMA) has announced the launch of a new series, ‘Care of the Aging Patient: From Evidence to Action,’ to assist physicians in caring for a patient demographic that is rapidly growing in size. According to an editorial in the December 23/30 issue of JAMA, the proportion of the population aged 60 years or older is expected to increase from 10 percent worldwide in 2005 to 22 percent in 2050, with the steepest rise in the next 25 years.
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Results/findings from research reports
Alnylam, MIT researchers report new data on RNAi therapeutics in journal PNAS

RNAi therapeutics company Alnylam Pharmaceuticals, Inc. has announced the publication of new data in the journal Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences (PNAS). The company had worked with collaborators from the David H. Koch Institute for Integrative Research at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT). The data published in the journal describes further advancements in discovery and development of novel 'lipidoid' formulations for the systemic delivery of RNAi therapeutics.
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Cancer journals posting declines, says report

The amount spent on display ads in cancer-related journals overall declined to $32 million from $36.5 million for the first 10 months of 2009, according to PERQ/HCI, a firm which tracks medical-publishing performance. Ad pages were down 9.8 percent over the same span. Ad sales declines were prevalent across many oncology journals in 2009, including Community Oncology.
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Events and conferences 

Professional & Scholarly Publishing Division’s annual meet in Feb 2010

The Professional & Scholarly Publishing (PSP) Division of the Association of American Publishers (AAP) has announced that registrations for the PSP 2010 Annual Conference, scheduled for February 3-5, 2010 in Washington, DC, will close December 31, 2009. According to AAP, conference registration fee for 2010 is the lowest in five years.
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Awards, Certification and other Achievements 
Nominations for SURFshare Open Access Award now open

SURFshare, an experimental sandbox to help explore microcredit models for independent publishers, has announced that it is accepting nominations for its Open Access Award for outstanding efforts to promote Open Access. Nominations can be submitted on or before January 15, 2010.
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Copyrights/Data Integrity/Ethical issues 
Publishers applaud WTO Appellate Body decision regarding China

The Association of American Publishers, the national trade association of the US book publishing industry, recently issued a statement on the decision by the World Trade Organization Appellate Body affirming that China is in violation of its WTO obligations. According to the statement, the Association welcomes the Appellate Body’s findings that certain measures employed by China to restrict the importation and distribution of reading materials are incompatible with its WTO obligations.
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Collaborative content / Web 2.0 / Social Networking 
Beyond Search survey brings out top 10 trends in 2010 for strategic social network use

Beyond Search, a Web log focused on news, research and analysis about online search and content processing, has released its list of top 10 social network trends to come in 2010. The Beyond Search team conducted a web survey of business professionals and interviewed more than 30 business writers. Supplementary research compiled in October and November 2009 provided a wealth of data about the implications of social networks for organisations and professionals.
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Library - Management / Digitization / Automation 
ALA’s atyourlibrary.org posts new content to encourage library usage

The American Library Association has announced that its Atyourlibrary.org, which launched earlier this year, continues to post lively new content that encourages the public to use their local library. The mission of the site is to be a catalyst that drives people to their local libraries.
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