September 2006 

Library Director Maria Heijne appointed President of IATUL

During the annual meeting of the International Association of Technological University Libraries (IATUL) in May 2006 Maria Heijne, Library Director at Delft University of Technology (The Netherlands), was elected as President for a term of two years. 
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Maria Heijne

Maria Heijne succeeds Gaynor Austen, Director of Library Services at Queensland University of Technology Library (Brisbane, Australia). IATUL was set up in 1955, has 240 members from 40 countries and is intended as a platform for the exchange of knowledge and experience regarding academic library and information facilities in science and technology . The most important target group comprises library directors and senior management in libraries.

IATUL runs programmes to promote cooperation between member libraries in the various countries. The annual conference deals with issues relevant to the management and development of libraries. In 2006 the theme was the embedding of libraries in teaching and research activities. In 2007 the theme will be ‘e-science’ and the role libraries have to play in this.

As President, one of Maria Heijne’s major goals will be to strengthen cooperation with Asia, in particular China, and with South America. In addition various Special Interest Groups will be set up to examine and promote the development of libraries in a fast-changing (digital) environment. 

