President’s Report 2006-2007
By Maria Heijne
This is my first report as President of IATUL and I look back at quite an eventful year, considering that some crucial functions were transferred to new Board members and at the same time we decided to carry out redevelopment of the important systems for treasury, membership and the web.

All this was necessary to offer you, our members, new services in the near future supported by solid systems.

Membership and treasury

We have continued to expand our membership, by adding 15 new members this year – though we have also lost members this year - and we now have 241 members from 46 countries.  We would like to recruit more members from the countries and continents outside Europe and we certainly hope that our new subscription fees help to overcome any financial barrier. Board members each actively promote IATUL in assigned areas and every year in  November (since 2005) the Board organises a symposium in an area where we would like and expect to attract new membership. In 2005 we were in Dublin (Ireland) and in 2006 in Alexandria (Egypt), as guests of Board member Dr. Sohair Wastawy, Chief Librarian at the Bibliotheca Alexandrina. 

The financial management of IATUL is under the control of IATUL’s Treasurer and we are very grateful to Mr. Reiner Kallenborn at the Technical University Munich in taking over the treasurer role in 2006. Since summer 2006 he and his team have worked very hard to develop a new treasury and membership system and we are very happy that he succeeded in presenting  us with a good working system. For you as a member it means that all membership and financial matters are now handled at one place. The financial situation of IATUL continues to be sound.

Website

Ainslie Dewe, University Librarian & Director of Knowledge Management at Auckland University of Technology started as a new Board member in 2006 and took over website management from Barb Ewers, Queensland University of Technology, Brisbane, Australia. Barb has done a great job for IATUL for many years and I want to thank her for all her efforts. However with the retirement of Gaynor Austen from her job and from the IATUL Board, the website management had to be transferred to another Institute. Also the website needed redevelopment and Ainslie took up this huge task. During the Stockholm Conference she will reveal the result to all of us. I trust that this will be a very good and up to date tool in providing a professional identity for IATUL and a means of providing information to members and potential members.   

Murray Shepherd, retired Library Director of University of Waterloo, Canada and a long time Board member continues to provide IATUL members with the email alerting service, in which he selects and passes on items of interest from a variety of sources. Now the new website is available we will make sure that the result of this good work will be even more broadly distributed for members.

Conferences

I should like to thank Ana Azevedo and her colleagues at the Faculdade de Engenharia, Univerity of Porto, Portugal, for organising a very successful 27th IATUL Annual Conference – ‘Embedding libraries in Learning and Research’– which was held in may 2006 and was attended by 183 delegates.

The 28th IATUL Annual Conference is being held in June 2007 in Stockholm, Sweden at the Royal Institute of Technology on the theme ‘Global Access to science – Scientific Publishing for the future’.

Preparations are well underway, under the chairmanship of Ainslie Dewe, University Librarian & Director of Knowledge Management for the 28th Conference to be held at the Auckland University of Technology, New Zealand with the theme ‘Digital discovery – Strategies and Solutions’ in April 2008.
The IATUL Board met twice in the past year, in Porto at the IATUL Conference in May 2006 and in Alexandria (Egypt) in November 2006. Since 2005 the IATUL Board organises a regional seminar in November, in liaison with the Board Meeting. The aim is to interact with representatives of local libraries, to share information about developments for technological university libraries and to create interest for the activities of IATUL. 

The annual IATUL Travel Scholarship Fund of Euro 5000, which is available each year from IATUL’s reserves, assists delegates from developing countries to attend IATUL conferences. It has worked well for several years and each year we have quite a few applicants. It enabled a number of delegates, who otherwise would not have been able to afford the registration, travel and accommodation costs to attend the conference and to present papers and posters on library and information developments in their countries.  

One of the applicants in 2005, from India, recently wrote an interesting article bout IATUL’s past and future, which we will publish soon on the IATUL website.

Activities

IATUL is a member of ICSTI (International Council for Scientific and Technical Information) and one of the Board members attends the meetings of ICSTI. Like the 2006 Winter meeting in Paris and the 2007 Winter Meeting in London. A review of the meeting in London, early 2007, will be published as soon as the new website has gone live. 

Participation in ICSTI has helped to raise awareness of IATUL with a number of international library and information organisations.

IATUL introduced its Cross Country Cooperation Programme aimed at cooperation activities in areas like Staff Exchange, User Education, Evaluation of services and benchmarking. So far one project is undertaken by 2 members of staff for the University of Catalonia: they visited 6 different university Libraries in Québec and Ontario to learn how they are developing library services and how they are adapting to the new higher education model. At the IATUL Conference in Porto they presented their experiences: “Canada 2005: a Spanish overview of Canadian academic libraries”.

News from the Board

I should like to take this opportunity to thank all the members of the IATUL Board for their commitment but especially the Board members who retired in the past year or will retire in 2007.

Gaynor Austen (Director of the Library of Queensland University of technology, Brisbane)  has served on the Board for many years and so did Michael Breaks Director Heriot Watt University Library, Edinburgh). IATUL owes many thanks to both of them, as during their chairmanship IATUL has increased its visibility and influence and has grown its membership all over the world.

Judith Palmer (Keeper of Scientific Books, Radcliffe Science Library, Oxford University) 

has been an excellent Secretary to the Board and Marianne Nordlander (Library Director Linköping University Library)  served as Board member and Vice President for many fruitful years.

Cathy Matthews (Chief Librarian Ryerson Polytechnic University Library, Toronto, suffered from a severe illness, during the last year, but I am happy to report that she now is doing well. Not well enough to attend this conference but we keep our hopes high that she may join us again in the near future.

New on the Board are:

Ainslie Dewe, University Librarian & Director of Knowledge Management at Auckland University of Technology

Louis Houle, Director Schulich Library of Science and Engineering, McGill University, Montreal

Marek Gorski, Director Cracow University of technology Library, Cracow, Poland.
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